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School of Computing 

Comprehensive Examination Policy 
 
 
USA Graduate School Degree Requirement 

1.5 “Each student will be evaluated to ensure achievement of program outcomes. This evaluation 
may be in the form of a comprehensive exam or other measurement tools. If unsatisfactory, after 
corrective action, the evaluation may be repeated once.  The comprehensive exam committee 
must be comprised of at least 3 graduate faculty members.  For details see specific programs.” 

 
http://www.southalabama.edu/bulletin/current/colleges-schools/graduate-school/index.html  

 
All School of Computing graduate students are required to pass a comprehensive exam. The policies for 
the Computer Science, Cybersecurity, and Information Systems degree programs are specified below. 
Any exceptions to these policies require prior approval of the School of Computing Director of Graduate 
Programs. 
 
School of Computing MSCSC, MSCYB, and MSISC master’s students comply with this requirement by 
achieving a PASS of a C s (MSCSC, MSCYB, and MSISC) two Comprehensive 

Examination formats are used.   
• A Written Comprehensive Examination is required of students who choose the 

Course Only 
Concentration. 

o For School of Computing master’s degree students requiring the written comprehensive 
examination, it is offered on the first Friday after classes begin in the fall and spring 
semesters.   Students wishing to sit for the written comprehensive examination should 
apply online to the SOC Graduate Director by July 31, for a Fall offering, or December 
15, for a Spring offering. The site for the online application may be found by following 
the “Current Students”  “Essential Student Links” selection on the SoC website or key 
in the following link: 
http://www.southalabama.edu/colleges/soc/gradcompexamapplication.html 

o A student is allowed to retake the written comprehensive examination one time – for a 
total of two attempts at the written comprehensive examination. A student who fails 
to pass the comprehensive exam within a seven (7) year period will be dismissed from 
the program. 

• An Oral Comprehensive Examination is required of students who complete either the Thesis 
Concentration or Project Concentration.   
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MSISC Program – Information Systems 
 
Course-only Option – Written Comprehensive Exam 
A student is required to pass four (4) written comprehensive exams. There are two required courses: ISC 
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b. For 2 or more required written area fails, the result is a FAIL of the 
comprehensive examination. 

c. For 1 


